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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECOSOC, OCON 

SUBJECT: 1978 SUMMER ECOSOC: ITEM 24 - INTERNATIONAL YEAR 
OF THE CHILD (TYC) 

REF: (A) GENEVA 10528; (B) STATE 175356 

1 . RESOLUTION ON THE IYC.WHICH BECAME ANOTHER POLITICAL 
FOOTBALL, WAS FINALLY APPROVED BY CONSENSUS IN THIRD 
(COORDINATION) COMMITTEE ON JULY 24 IN AMENDED FORM (TEXT 
BELOW). THE DRAFT (MINUS THE LAST ADDITION, I.E., NEW 
OPERATIVE PARA 5) HAD BEEN FORMALLY INTRODUCED ON JULY 18 
BY THE NETHERLANDS ON BEHALF OF THE CO-SPONSORS, CONSIS- 
TING THEN OF AUSTRIA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, INDIA, IRAN, 

MEXICO, NETHERLANDS, NORWAY, PHILIPPINES, POLAND, TANZAN- 
IA, AND US. AFGHANISTAN, GREECE AND PORTUGAL ADDED THEM- 
SELVES LATER. (SEE PARA 12 BELOW FOR OMISSIONS) 

2. AS ORIGINALLY INTRODUCED THE DRAFT (E/1978/C.3/L.4) 
INCORPORATED A NUMBER OF CHANGES MADE SINCE THE INFORMAL 
DRAFT SUBMITTED WITH REFTEL A, PRINCIPALLY (1) CONVER- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 GENEVA 11525 01 OF 03 261906Z 

SION INTO A PREAMBULAR PARA OF THE ORIGINAL OPERATIVE 
PARA 6, NOTING THE UNICEF EXECUTIVE BOARD'S MESSAGE ON 
SAVINGS FROM DISARMAMENT; (2) ADDITION OF SECOND PREAMBU- 
LAR PARA, A MUCH IMPROVED VERSION OF A ROMANIAN DRAFT THAT 
SEEMED TO BE TOUTING PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE; (3) ADDITION OF 
SIXTH PREAMBULAR PARA ON NIEO, A MUCH IMPROVED VERSION OF 
A MEXICAN DRAFT THAT CITED THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH SPECIAL 
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SESSION RESOLUTIONS AND CERDS (NONE OF WHICH MENTIONED 
CHILDREN). 

3. THE REAL HEADACHE OCCURRED WHEN AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ 
ON JULY 21 FORMALLY INTRODUCED AS AN AMENDMENT THE FOLLOW- 
ING ADDITIONAL OPERATIVE PARA: 

QUOTE REQUESTS THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD TO CONSULT THE REPRESENTA- 
TIVES OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS RECOGNIZED BY 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE ORGANIZATION OF 
AFRICAN UNITY WITH A VIEW TO IDENTIFYING THE SPECIAL PROB- 
LEMS AND PARTICULAR NEEDS OF CHILDREN IN TERRITORIES UNDER 
COLONIAL RULE, ALIEN DOMINATION, APARTHEID AND FOREIGN OC- 
CUPATION; AND TO COORDINATE THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SECRETAR- 
IAT OF THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD WITH THOSE OF 
THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND INSTITUTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM FOR GRANTING THE NECESSARY ASSIS- 
TANCE AND CARE TO THESE CHILDREN; END QUOTE. 

4. ALL THE ORIGINAL CO-SPONSORS EXCEPT IRAN AND POLAND 
WERE PREPARED TO WITHDRAW IN THE EVENT THE AMENDMENT WAS 
ADOPTED, AND MOST (INCLUDING OURSELVES) WERE PREPARED TO 
VOTE AGAINST THE AMENDMENT AND ABSTAIN ON THE RESOLUTION 
AS A WHOLE. THE CO-SPONSORS OF THE AMENDMENT WERE SO IN- 
FORMED.fWE GATHER THE AFGHANISTANIS WISHED THEY HAD NEVER 
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LET THE IRAQIS HOODWINK THEM INTO THIS FIX.). 

5. IN THE INTENSIVE NEGOTIATIONS WHICH FOLLOWED AMONG THE 
RESPECTIVE CO-SPONSORS OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION AND AMEND- 
MENT, THE US (RESPONDING TO THE IRAQI'S PROTESTATION THAT 
THEY WERE SIMPLY TRYING TO F IL L THE GAPS IN OPERATIVE 
PARAS 3 AND 4 AND HAD "NO POLITICAL MOTIVATION”) OFFERED 
THE FOLLOWING ALTERNATIVE, WHICH WAS SUPPORTED BY MOST OF 
OUR COLLEAGUES: 

QUOTE URGES RELEVANT UN AGENCIES, IN THEIR PROGRAMS TO 
ASSIST CHILDREN, TO GIVE APPROPRIATE ATTENTION TO THE 
NEEDS OF CHILDREN WHO FIND THEMSELVES IN SPECIAL CIRCUM- 
STANCES THAT MIGHT NOT BE COVERED IN PARAS 3 AND 4 
ABOVE, AND REQUESTS THEM TO CONSULT IN THIS REGARD WITH 
INTERESTED GOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES. END 
QUOTE. 

6. THE OUTCOME OF THE NEGOTIATION, IN WHICH THE US PLAYED 
A PROMINENT ROLE, WAS OPERATIVE PARA. 5 OF THE TEXT 
QUOTED BELOW. WHILE THIS WAS CLEARLY A COMPROMISE, WE 
ACHIEVED (1) ELIMINATION OF A NEW ROLE FOR THE SPECIAL 
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REPRESENTATIVE OF THE IYC, AS THIS WAS NOT HER 
PROPER MANDATE, (2) AVOIDANCE OF EXCLUSIVE ATTENTION TO 
CHILDREN UNDER COLONIAL RULE, APARTHEID AND OCCUPATION BY 
INCLUDING THESE IN THE GENERAL CATEGORY OF SPECIAL CIRCUM- 
STANCES NOT COVERED IN PARAS 3 AND 4 (WE HAD ARGUED THERE 
WERE ALSO THE BOAT PEOPLE, OTHER REFUGEES, ETC.); (3) ELIM 
INATION OF "ALIEN DOMINATION", WHICH IS USUALLY PART OF THE 
STANDARD LITANY, (IRAQ BACKED DOWN AFTER WE ASKED WHAT THIS 
MEANT, E.G., THE BALTIC STATES, A BLOC OF COUNTRIES DOMIN- 
ATED BY A GREAT POWER, OR PERHAPS MINORITIES SEEKING SELF- 
DETERMINATION); (4) INSERTION OF "ADEQUATELY" (WE POINTED 
TO SOME COLONIAL SITUATIONS, E.G. AMERICAN SAMOA, WHERE 
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ATTENTION WAS ALREADY ADEQUATE); (5) ELIMINATION OF DIRECT 
MENTION OF NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS AND SUBSTITUTION 
OF CONSULTATION WITH "THEIR RECOGNIZED REPRESENTATIVES AND 
OTHER INTERESTED GOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANI- 
ZATIONS". WE ARGUED AGAINST CHANGING "INCLUDING" TO "IN 
PARTICULAR" (SUGGESTED BY CO-SPONSOR IRAN). BUT THE OTHER 
CO-SPONSORS CAVED IN AND THIS WAS INDEED THE FINAL CONCES- 
SION THAT SQUEEZED RELUCTANT AGREEMENT FROM IRAQ. AFGHANI- 
STAN WAS SO RELIEVED THAT IT BECAME A CO-SPONSOR. 

7. THE COMPROMISE AMENDMENT WAS INTRODUCED IN THIRD COMMI- 
TEE BY THE DOMINICAN VICE CHAIRMAN (WHO HAD CHAIRED THE NE- 
GOTIATING GROUP. ALBEIT CLEARLY ON OUR SIDE), WHEREUPON AF- 
GHANISTAN WITHDREW THE ORIGINAL AMENDMENT ON BEHALF OF IT- 
SELF AND IRAQ. THE REVISED RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED BY CON- 
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SENSUS. 

8. THE US THEN MADE THE FOLLOWING "INTERPRETIVE EXPLANA- 
TION" (A CO-SPONSOR NOT BEING PERMITTED TO RESERVE): 

QUOTE MR. CHAIRMAN: 
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THIS AMENDMENT WAS AGREED TO AS A RESULT OF A DIFFICULT 
NEGOTIATION - THOUGH FRIENDLY AT ALL TIMES - - AND 
HENCE REPRESENTS CONSIDERABLE COMPROMISE ON ALL SIDES. I 
WISH TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION TO ALL PARTICIPANTS IN THIS 
NEGOTIATION, INCLUDING THE REPRESENTATIVES OF AFGHANISTAN 
AND IRAQ WHO HAVE WITHDRAWN THEIR ORIGINAL DRAFT. 

BY WAY OF INTERPRETATION, MY DELEGATION WOULD LIKE TO 
EXPLAIN THAT THE PROBLEM WE HAVE HAD FROM THE BEGINNING IS 
THE IDENTIFICATION OF PARTICULAR GROUPS OF CHILDREN FOR 
SPECIAL ATTENTION, AS WE WOULD HAVE PREFERRED MORE GENERAL 
LANGUAGE APPLICABLE EQUALLY TO ALL CHILDREN NOT ADEQUATELY 
COVERED IN PARAS 3 AND 4. THERE ARE INDEED OTHER GROUPS IN 
THIS CATEGORY, SUCH AS REFUGEES IN VARIOUS OTHER PARTS OF 
THE WORLD. HENCE, DESPITE THE SPECIFICITY OF THE LANGUAGE 
AND THE USE OF THE TERM "IN PARTICULAR", OUR HOPE IS THAT 
THE APPLICATION OF THIS PARAGRAPH WILL BE EQUAL WITH RE- 
SPECT TO ALL CHILDREN IN THIS CATEGORY WHO ARE NOT ADEQUAT- 
ELY COVERED IN PARAGRAPHS 3 AND 4. END QUOTE. 

9. FRANCE RESERVED ON THE NEW PARA, AND THE NETHERLANDS 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, LIBERIAN OBSERVER, AND UK ASSOCIATED 
THEMSELVES WITH THE US STATEMENT. IRAQ EMPHASIZED THE 
SPECIAL CATEGORY OF COLONIAL RULE, APARTHEID AND OCCUPATION 
AS COMPRISING "LONG TERM" PROBLEMS AND ASSERTED THAT 
"RECOGNIZED REPRESENTATIVES" MEANT NLMS; SYRIA, THE PLO OB 
SERVER, UAE, CUBA, MAURITANIA AND ALGERIA ASSOCIATED THEM- 
SELVES WITH IRAQ, ALSO EMPHASIZING NLM'S. SUDAN SIMPLY 
VOICED SUPPORT OF THE REVISED RESOLUTION. HUNGARY AND PO- 
LAND EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR HELP TO CHILDREN UNDER 
COLONIAL RULE, APARTHEID AND OCCUPATION, WITHOUT MENTIONING 
NLMS. CHINA SUPPORTED THE ARABS AND EMITTED THE USUAL 
BALONEY ABOUT TWO SUPER POWERS. THE ISRAELI OBSERVER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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KEPT MUM. 

10. COMMENT. AGAIN WE THINK WE CAME OUT WELL AHEAD IN 
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YET ANOTHER ARAB EFFORT TO POLITICIZE AN INNOCENT RESOLU- 
TION. ALL OUR LIKE-MINDED CO-SPONSORS WERE 

PLEASED WITH THE RESULT, AS WAS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN MWANGA- 
GUHUNGA (UGANDA), WHO REMARKED TO US THAT THE ARAB EXTREM- 
ISTS WERE JUST "MESSING UP" THE IYC. THE ISRAELI OBSERVER, 

WITH WHOM WE KEPT IN CLOSE TOUCH DURING THIS AFFAIR, WAS 
WELL SATISFIED WITH THE RESULT. IT WAS CLEAR THROUGHOUT 
THAT THE BLACK AFRICAN COUNTRIES HAD NO INTEREST IN THE 
ARAB MANEUVER DESPITE THE INVOCATION OF COLONIALISM AND 
APARTHEID. WITNESS THE FACT THAT NOT ONE SPOKE UP IN SUP- 
PORT OF THE ARAB POSITION. 

1 1 . RESOLUTION TEXT FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL, 

HAVING CONSIDERED THE PROGRESS REPORT (E/1978/101 ) OF 
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN S 
FUND ON THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD, 1979, 

CONVINCED OF THE NEED FOR INCREASED ATTENTION BY ALT. 

STATES TO THE WELFARE, PROTECTION AND EDUCATION OF CHILD- 
REN IN A SPIRIT OF SOLIDARITY, EQUALITY AND RESPECT AMONG 
ALL NATIONS, 

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION THAT TO DATE GOVERNMENTS OF 141 
COUNTRIES HAVE INDICATED THEIR INTENTION TO RESPOND TO THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S RESOLUTION 31/169 OF 21 DECEMBER 1976 
PROCLAIMING 1979 THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD AND 
THAT OF THESE 91 COUNTRIES HAVE ALREADY CREATED NATIONAL 
COMMISSIONS FOR THE YEAR, 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 03 OF 03 GENEVA 1 1525 

NOTING WITH APPRECIATION THE EQUALLY POSITIVE RESPONSE 
FROM THE ORGANIZATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM AND 
THE NO LESS POSITIVE RESPONSE FROM THE NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, 

BEARING IN MIND COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1978/18 CONCERNING 
THE QUESTION OF A CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, 

RECALLING THE RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL AS- 
SEMBLY WHICH LAID DOWN THE FOUNDATIONS OF A NEW INTERNATION- 
AL ECONOMIC ORDER, AS WELL AS OTHER PERTINENT RESOLUTIONS 
AND DECISIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM, 

TAKING NOTE OF THE MESSAGE SENT BY THE UNICEF EXECUTIVE 
BOARD TO THE TENTH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
DEVOTED TO DISARMAMENT, WHICH APPEALS TO GOVERNMENTS TO 
ASSURE THAT AN ADEQUATE PORTION OF ANY SAVINGS THAT MAY 
RESULT FROM A REDUCTION ON EXPENDITURES ON ARMAMENTS IS 
CHANNELLED THROUGH NATIONAL OR MULTINATIONAL 
PROGRAMMES TOWARD MEETING THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS OF 
CHILDREN EVERYWHERE. 
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COMMENDING THE WORK OF THE INTER-AGENCY ADVISORY GROUP 
FOR THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD AND THE CREATION 
OF A SINGLE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION S COMMITTEE FOR 
THE YEAR, WHICH COMMITTEE IS A MEMBER OF THE ADVISORY 
GROUP, 

1 . EXPRESSES ITS APPRECIATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
CHILDREN S FUND FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH IT HAS CARRIED OUT 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF "LEAD AGENCY" LAID UPON IT BY THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S RESOLUTION 31/169; 

2. REAFFIRMS THAT THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD 

IS INTENDED TO BE A YEAR FOR ACTION AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL 
SUPPORTED, WHERE CALLED FOR, BY ACTIVITIES AND CONSULTA- 
TIONS AT THE REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEVEL; 

3. EXPRESSES THE STRONG HOPE THAT EACH COUNTRY WILL TAKE 
THIS OCCASION TO REVIEW THE SITUATION OF ITS CHILDREN IN 
DEPTH, TO ELABORATE PLANS, INCLUDING THE SETTING OF REALIS- 
TIC GOALS, FOR THE INITIATION, EXTENSION OR IMPROVEMENT OF 
SERVICES MEETING THE PARTICULAR NEEDS OF ITS CHILDREN, 

AND TO PUT THOSE PLANS INTO ACTION IN THE COURSE OF 1979; 
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4. URGES, IN ADDITION, THE GOVERNMENTS OF MEMBER STATES 
TO INCREASE THEIR ASSISTANCE TO PROGRAMMES BENEFITING 
CHILDREN IN THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WITH A VIEW TO 
HELPING THE GOVERNMENTS OF THESE COUNTRIES ENSURE THAT ALL 
CHILDREN WILL BE PROVIDED WITH AT LEAST THE MOST ESSENTIAL 
SERVICES BY THE END OF THE CENTURY: 

5. URGES UNICEF AND OTHER RELEVANT UN AGENCIES, IN THEIR 
PROGRAMS TO ASSIST CHILDREN, TO GIVE APPROPRIATE ATTENTION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DURING THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD TO CHILDREN WHO 
FIND THEMSELVES IN SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MIGHT NOT BE 
ADEQUATELY COVERED IN PARAS 3 AND 4 ABOVE, IN PARTICULAR 
CHILDREN LIVING UNDER COLONIAL RULE, APARTHEID AND FOREIGN 
OCCUPATION, AND REQUESTS SUCH AGENCIES TO CONSULT WITH 
THEIR RESPECTIVE RECOGNIZED REPRESENTATIVES AND OTHER 
INTERESTED GOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL BODIES, SO AS 
TO IDENTIFY THEIR PARTICULAR PROBLEMS AND NEEDS AND TO 
RENDER THEM THE NECESSARY ASSISTANCE AND CARE. 

6. COMMENDS THOSE GOVERNMENTS WHICH HAVE MADE VOLUNTARY 
CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS THE COST OF THE SECRETARIAT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD AND URGES GOVERNMENTS WHICH 
HAVE NOT YET DONE SO TO DO SO. END TEXT 

12. OMISSION FROM PARA 1: CANADA, NEW ZEALAND AND 
UGANDA ADDED THEMSELVES TO THE CO-SPONSORS WHEN THE 
RESOLUTION WAS INTRODUCED ON JULY 18. 

VANDEN HEUVEL 
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